
 “BEYOND THE SANCTUARY” 

Executive Summary 

On August 15, 1965, West End Baptist Church and First Institutional Baptist Church in Winston-
Salem, North Carolina unanimously voted to merge into one congregation and became the United 
Metropolitan Missionary Baptist Church (UMMBC).  The name United Metropolitan Missionary 
Baptist Church symbolizes the churches dedication to East End area and to the greater the Winston-
Salem Community.  

Under the leadership and insight of Pastor Prince Rainey Rivers, the church recognized the 
momentum of Wake Forest’s Innovation Quarter and the movement towards downtown 
revitalization.  In response, the church established First West End, LLC (FWE) – a real estate 
holdings company setup to preserve the church’s rich history in the East End community, and to 
invest in its mission of “Promoting thriving communities of hope and health”.  

To memorialize its’ formation, FWE established a steering committee and launched a Lifestyle 
Capital Stewardship Campaign (“Beyond the Sanctuary”) reflecting its commitment to make a 
difference for Christ in the world beyond the walls of the church.  

In 2016, FWE secured site control of the Garden Court apartments - a multi-unit residential 
community on approximately 6 acres of land adjacent to the church. FWE immediately leveraged 
its’ resources to shut down sub-standard housing units and preserve all remaining habitable units 
within the Garden Courts property. To date, FWE has renovated 7 2-bedroom units and provides 
subsidies equal to roughly 15% of total rental income. 

In February of 2019, FWE issued an RFP to help identify a development partner that would help 
reposition remaining Garden Court Apartment units and support FWE’s vision of building a 
thriving community that supports hope and health. In June of 2019, the steering committee selected 
the Liberty Atlantic Group – a minority-owned, vertically integrated real estate company based in 
Charlotte, NC. 

Liberty Atlantic and FWE has since worked diligently to create a comprehensive redevelopment 
plan that avoids displacement of existing residents while contributing to a more vibrant and 
thriving East End community. The partnership plans to introduce initial concept plans to the 
UMMBC congregation and key stakeholders on December 9th, and plans to host formal community 
information sessions in the first few months of 2020.  For more information please contact: 

Lyvonne Bovell-Harris, Project Manager 

bovellh305@gmail.com 

336-745-7589
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THE ANNUAL CHURCH CONFERENCE 

The Agenda 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 14, 2019 

GREETINGS 

THE HYMN 

THE SCRIPTURE READING 

THE PRAYER FOR DIRECTION 

THE ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA 

THE CHURCH COVENANT 

THE APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES FROM THE 2018 CHURCH CONFERENCE 

FIRST WEST END PRESENTATION – METROPOLITAN VILLAGE 

• JARON NORMAN, PRINCIPLE-LIBERTY ATLANTIC GROUP

THE SENIOR PASTOR’S ANNUAL MESSAGE 

THE REVIEW OF ANNUAL MINISTRY REPORTS 

THE FINANCIAL REPORTS 

THE RECOMMENDATION(S) TO THE CONGREGATION 

THE RECOMMENDATION(S) FROM THE CONGREGATION TO THE BOARD 
OF DEACONS 

ADJOURNMENT
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• “Promoting Thriving
Communities of Hope and
Health”

• 2017 East End Masterplan
• City of Winston-Salem
• SG Atkins CDC

1
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Liberty Atlantic Development Partners

BLDG 5000
MIXED-USE  W/ 
PARKING DECK

Focus on preservation of 
existing buildings if feasibility 
study indicates this makes 
sense

12
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Community Information Session 

Thursday, January 30, 2020 

7:00 - 8:00 PM 

You are invited to participate! 

The Metropolitan Village Community Information Session: Part 2, 

is a way for local residents and community stakeholders to learn 

about UMMBC's vision for "Promoting Thriving Communities of 

Hope and Health" in the East End Community. 

United Metropolitan Missionary Baptist Church 

The Fellowship Hall I 450 Metropolitan Dr I Winston-Salem, NC. I 27101 

Email bove1lh305@gmail.com for more information 
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