




George Lee Bowermaster Biographical Summary 

George Lee realized his talent and passion for radio and theater from an early age. He attended Marshall 
University in Huntington, WV, with the intent of majoring in broadcasting. By his junior year, he was well 
on his way to making a name for himself on the local radio station, and realized he could make a living 
doing what he loved. With an offer from a radio station in Winston-Salem, he left college and in 1960 
began his professional career at WAIR. From there he became one of the “Good Guys” at WTOB from 
1964 to 1968. In 1968 he went to WSJS until 1982. He made a name for himself with “The George Lee 
Showboat.” He always signed off at the end of his shift with “Remember to drive a little slow, and be a 
little late. The life you save could be mine.  Myself,  I’d rather be a little late than be the late George 
Lee.”  

He was an award winning voice talent during his time at WSJS. Between 1977 and 1980, he won 4 first-
place Addys (American Advertising Awards), 3 second-place Addys, and 2 third-place Addys. He also won 
the Hollywood Radio & TV Society International Boist Award in 1981. 

In addition to his work as a radio announcer (he despised being called a “disc jockey” as it sounded 
demeaning), he was a highly sought after “DJ” for private events and parties. It wasn’t just the music he 
played, it was his larger-than-life personality that could turn any event into a huge success. 

Once George left radio, he remained in Winston-Salem and began a long career as an actor and voice-
over talent. Some of the movies he was cast in included: Chiefs (1983) – a mini-series in which he played 
a scene with Charlton Heston; Hellraiser III (1992) - They dubbed his voice which really ticked him off! 
The director didn’t think he had a good enough New York accent; Patch Adams (1998) – in which he 
played a scene with Robin Williams. Other notable work was being cast in 2 episodes of Matlock, with 
Andy Griffith; and being the voice for “Beyond the Wheel”, a weekly national NASCAR television 
program.  

He had a very altruistic heart. He was committed to being an integral part of the community. He was a 
lead actor in many of the Little Theatre productions from the 1960s into the 1990s, playing in such 
productions as The Miracle Worker, George Washington Slept Here, Plaza Suites, Mousetrap, and Hello, 
Dolly. My sister and I called the Little Theatre our second home. If he wasn’t at the radio station, he was 
at the theatre working on the next production. 

He was also an advocate for the UNC School of the Arts from its inception. He lent his talents as often as 
needed. He was always committed to helping and supporting students in the arts. The arts and 
mentoring others were his passions. He appeared in many of the student films pro bono.  He was also a 
dedicated River Run volunteer.  

George readily offered himself to students in a different form of art at Bowman Gray School of 
Medicine, aka Wake Forest School of Medicine. The school had a program for medical students in which 
they would role play medical situations to give the students practice and confidence in interacting with 
patients and diagnosing them. . He really enjoyed playing the patient and helping and encouraging the 
students. His efforts helped many students hone their skills over the years. 

Other activities that he was committed to and offered his time and talents to were with the Winston-
Salem Symphony playing emcee for the Music at Sunset for many years. He was also a dedicated 
member at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church for over 40 years. He was active in the choir, and in the Order of 
St. Luke, ministry of healing. 

 



Below is a letter from Verne Hill, WBFJ, explaining the impact George had on him and the radio 
community. 

“Drive a little slower and be a little late…. 
I’d rather be a little llate, than the late George Lee” 
 
I still remember that now famous sign off from longtime broadcaster, actor and all around 
‘Good Guy’, George Lee.  The dynamic local radio personality with that animated baritone voice 
who entertained thousands over the air waves.   
But as a kid growing up in the Midway community, I truly thought that George Lee was talking 
to me – just me.  That’s what they call radio ‘magic’.  
I first dialed into the magic of AM (along with George Lee) back in the 1970s on my trusty Radio 
Shack transistor radio.  That thing was literally ‘glued’ to my ear.  A constant companion to an 
only child in search of escape.  My gateway to a much bigger world.  Radio was indeed theatrics 
of the mind.  And George Lee was king of his make-believe domain.   
 
Just mention the name – George Lee – and almost everyone that lived in this area back in the 
1970s and 80s had a story.  A George Lee story. 
Here’s just one of mind… 
I first met the great George Lee back in 1990 when I was fresh out of college.  I was employed 
at a local small-time ad agency and George had stopped by to voice a spot.  One day that 
baritone voice belted from that hallway.   
I immediately recognized that voice – it had to be… 
We were introduced.  I uttered that first thing that came to my mind. 
“I remember listening to you when I was THIS high.” (lowering my hand to my waist).   
Never one to miss a punchline, George chucked, “Thank you, I think?!”. 
 
That providential meeting was the start of a true friendship.  I not only knew George Lee the 
radio guy, but I truly got to KNOW the real man.  A man who loved trains, loved life,  loved to 
laugh – and make others laugh. George was opinionated. He was confident. Yet also vulnerable 
at times.  Yes, George was actually human.   I truly admired the bigger-than-life radio 
personality. And I loved getting a glimpse of the mere mortal.  
 
Unknowingly, George became my mentor.  I have been blessed to ‘do’ local radio for over 20 
years in the Triad.  I LOVE what I do. It’s not a job, but a passion. Because of George sharing his 
talent so many years ago.  That passion of doing radio with excellence and dreaming bigger was 
infectious!   I caught that broadcasting bug and there is no cure.    
It was an honor to call George Lee my friend. 
 
Jesse Thorn, host of ‘Bullseye’ suggests that “all great radio hosts have a signature sign 
off...”  George Lee will be remembered for a great sign-off.  And so much more. 
 
-Verne Hill, WBFJ Morning Show  
News/ Public Affairs Director 
*Lover of all things radio… 
February 24, 2020 
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