Nomination for 2019 Selection

Application deadline: Friday, March 29 by 5 p.m.

Winston-Salem
Arts, Culture and

Entertainment DELIVER TO: City Hall, 101 N. Main St., Winston-Salem,
Memorial Marketing & Communications Department, Suite 336

Walk of Fame

OR MAIL TO: City of Winston-Salem

Marketing & Communications Department

P.C. Box 2511

Winston-Salem, NC 27102

Nominee’s Stage Name: Nermun  Jehnson Given Name;_Noeman Y ohnson
Address at Time of Death: 190 Tdiewild Brive  Wincfon Sedem | State: _ NC
Winston-Salem Resident; Beginning: __{10®  (yearonly)To: _1%4% (year only)
Category: _ ¥ Music Visual Arts Dance Motion Pictures
X Theater Television Writing Radio
Criteria:

- The nominee(s) exhibited sustained excellence in his or her field for at least five years.
+ The nominee(s) made distinguished contributions to the community and civic-oriented participation.

- The nominee(s) is deceased (must provide copy of death certificate).
» The nominee(s) was a resident of Winston-Salem for at least five years.

« The nominee(s) made a significant contribution to the arts or entertainment industry in one or more
of the following areas: music, dance, theater, writing, visual arts, motion pictures, television, or radio.
A“significant” contribution would be iconic in terms of renown and the impact on the artistic
disciplines or popular culture.

- Application must include nominee’s performance/accomplishment biography.

« Attach nominee’s biography with dates which must include at least 5 years of accomplishments
in the arts, culture, or entertainment field.

» Attach a list of nominee’s civic/community involvement.
» Attach a copy of nominee’s death certificate.

Sponsor: t\'mm-w Alll)r]‘H'e/t / Pl\f;c/{moﬂ} 0',0{1‘&
Address: B30 Mo //Lt/ Aenvi

City: Winsfon Salem State: _ N ¢ Zip Code: A l¢]
Email; lm“hnﬂ—#en 2] ’p.‘e.clmon?’ofum. ercs
Phone: Home: (831 723-p508 Cell: (336) Hog-81(3

b

Signature: \\ N Date:
N
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By Gordan Sparber '
JOURNAL ARTS ‘REPORTER

Norman Johnson, the founder and gener-
al director of Piedmont Qpera Theatre, died

yesterday mornmg of a heart attack He

was 67,

Clyde Fitzgerald a past presxdent of .
Piedriont Opera’s board and a longtime.

friénd of Johnson's, said that Johnson was
at home at the time of the heart attack.

““We have suffered a tremendous leaders |

ship and’ a;tlstac loss,”” Tiizgerald said.

Johnsori cameé to Winston-Salem in 1968

to become the hedd of opera and choral

studies at the N.C. School of the Arts. At the

time of his death he was the head of the
-.school’s.opera. depa.rt.ment s

‘In 1975, he became the conduct,or of the

Wmston—Salem Symphony Chorale, a post

~-he ‘held until ' 1980. Johnson founded the

* Piedmont Opera in 1978, From. 1982 to -

/1994, hé also administered the North Caro-
.'__;hna. reglonai auditions of the: Metropolitan

Natmna.l_ Couneil: atﬁthe arts school :

1970, he was a’ conductor for the, Central

Gty Opera ‘Festival in’ Colorado and in ot
--1967; he was named the artlsmc dlrector of .

the: Denver Lyrlc Opera. From :1964 to

'."-1968 Joh.nson ‘taught "'conductmg at the . of«
i * ‘gpera at the School of the Arts, F'm sure [
" speak for hundreds and thousands of stu-

. OVER TI-IE YEARS Johnson also per-
_formed asa plamst for. such singers as Rise
_f'_-.'.Stevens and Mack ‘Harvell 2
* “opera productions for such conipanies as
““the Cincinnati Summer Opera. and the Au-
':'__gusta Opera i

e wasa vocal coach for the tourmg
‘Metropolitan Opera Natwnai Company in
1965 e

Salem, One memher of the audlence at an " ’

_ ,e.ts ‘fon each of said-
¢ Brenda. H_ubbard ‘2 Pledmont Opera ofﬁ-' :

-‘dled all aspects of the productions, from

_also ‘the company's principal fund-raiser.

- igrealiiess with a positive leadership.of our
“board: He had a very clear ¥ision of what,
. Piedmont Opera needs to be, and knew how
‘to surround himself with fOlkb who shared
that vision..

: 's_chooi 111955, he be.
- came n._assocxate ‘conductor of ‘the Ora-
toria; Society of New York, From 1962 to ..

the most beloved and respecied members

“and: conducted_ -
Nickel, who has requested that donations
. ment fund, which is being administered by

. Service _has not. yet_been schedul_od.

J ohnSon sal il
most singlehand-
edly developed '

dis

ence:in Wmst.on—

twa pwducmuns,:-'
eial.”

AS P]:EDMONT OPERA’,S only conduc-
tor and chief administrator, Johnson han-

hiring the casts to procurmg the sets and
costumes to rehearsing the chorus. He was

Fitzgerald said: “Due to Norman's guid-
ance and leadership, Piedmont Opera is
financially 'sound. :Norman -was 'a unique
individual who was able to-combine artistic

9Ty us, Norman is u'replaceable
ot Alex Ewing, the chancellor of the arts
school, said: “*Norman Johrson was one of

of our faculty. For years, he was the voice of
dents and members of the audience when I
express thanks for all that. he was and'did
for us.". ...

Johnson ls survived by his w1fe, Matilda

be made to the Piedmont Opera’s endow-

the Winston-Salem Foundation. A memorial -




Norman Johnson: Performance/accomplishment biography

Norman Johnson came to Winston Salem in 1968 to join the faculty of the North Carolina School of the
Arts. At the fledgling institution, he was responsible for guiding the growth of the choral and opera
programs. In 1976, he founded Piedmont Opera Theatre (now Piedmont Opera). He worked for both
institutions until his death in 1994,

Norman fohnson received his bachelor’s and master’s degrees in piano from the Juilliard School in New
York. In 1955, became an associate conductor of the Oratorio Society of New York, working under
William Strickland. During this time, he was one of the most sought-after accompanists in New York,
playing for Metropolitan Opera Artists Mack Harrell, Rise Stevens, Robert McFerrin and Judith Raskin
among others. He would go on to become a coach for the Metropolitan Opera National Touring
Company.

In 1962, he made his professional conducting debut with Colorado’s Central City Opera Festival. His
work there would lead him to be named Artistic Director of the Denver Lyric Opera in 1967. A high point
of his work with Denver Lyric, he conducted the world premiere of Pulitzer Prize winner Dominick
Argento’s Colonel Jonathan the Saint.

Johnson was still working both in Denver when he was brought to Winston Salem in 1968. By the 70's
he had begun to invest in the city. The voice and opera program were growing at the School of the Arts,
and in 1975, he became the Chorus Master of the Winston Salem Symphony, a post he would hold until
1980. Between his work with the Symphony and his work at NCSA, Johnson wisely recognized that in
Winston Salem, there were all the ingredients to create a first-class opera company. What’s more,
opera is the one art form that combines all art forms into one whole. IF Winston Salem was going to call
itself the City of the Arts, it needed that cohesive art form, in which the whole is greater than the sum of
its parts. 1n 1976, Johnson, along with two enthusiastic supporters, signed the incorporation papers to
create Piedmont Opera. The company produced it’s first opera, Verdi’s Rigofetto, in 1978.

The company quickly grew, and by its fourth season, it was providing the city with two operatic
productions annually. In 1994, as Johnson was in the midst of preparations for the first opera of the
company’s 19" season, he died unexpectedly. it is a credit to him that, nea rly 25 years after his death,
the company he started is still thriving, attracting opera fans from across the triad, and far beyond.




Narman Johnson: List of community/civic involvement

Faculty Member, North Carolina School of the Arts; 1968-1994
Conductor, Winston Salem Symphony Chorale: 1975-1980

Founder, General Director and Principal Conductor, Piedmont Opera: 1978-1994




