












TAB 1 

 

Bill Title: 

A Bill to Be Entitled An Act Allowing the City of Winston-Salem to Sell Real 
Property for the Purpose of Increasing the Supply of Affordable Housing for Low 
and Moderate Income Persons upon such terms and conditions it deems wise. 

Bill Summary: 

• Based upon a recent study, the City has determined that it has a shortage of 
affordable low and moderate-income housing which shortage is anticipated 
to increase significantly by 2027.  

 
• It is anticipated that there will be a shortage of 8,433 affordable rental 

housing units by 2027.  
 

• This bill will allow the Winston-Salem City Council to sell city owned 
property, upon terms and conditions it deems wise, for the purpose of 
increasing the supply of affordable housing for low and moderate income 
persons thereby enabling the city to address the current and anticipated 
shortage in affordable housing. 
 

• This bill will allow the City to assist developers, interested in providing 
housing for moderate and low-income persons, with managing and 
addressing land costs, which can be as much as 15% of the overall costs 

















TAB 4 

 

Bill Title: 

A Bill to Be Entitled An Act to Clarify How Public Bodies In Winston-Salem May 
Conduct Business During Meetings Involving Simultaneous Communication. 
  
Bill Summary: 
 

• The current statutory provision regarding electronic meetings reads as 
follows: 
 
§ 143-318.13. Electronic meetings; written ballots; acting by reference.  
 
(a) Electronic Meetings. – If a public body holds an official meeting by use 

of conference telephone or other electronic means, it shall provide a 
location and means whereby members of the public may listen to the 
meeting and the notice of the meeting required by this Article shall 
specify that location. A fee of up to twenty-five dollars ($25.00) may be 
charged each such listener to defray in part the cost of providing the 
necessary location and equipment.  

 
• There are concerns that this statute may not provide sufficient authority or 

guidance for conducting electronic meetings. Additionally, matters such 
quorum and voting are not addressed and perhaps should be addressed more 
clearly in the enabling legislation. The attached bill addresses the 
aforementioned concerns. Per the bill, a member participating 
electronically/remotely shall be counted as present for quorum purposes.  All 
votes shall be counted as if the member was physically present.  
 

• The purpose of the bill is to provide City Council with clear authority to 
adopt rules of procedure regarding remote participation/electronic meetings 
and to address questions regarding quorum and voting. 
 

• This bill is similar to the  Hyde County bill enacted in 2008.  

 











TAB 5 

 

Bill Title: 

A Bill to Be Entitled An Act to Modify the Process for Filling Vacancies on the 
City Council of Winston-Salem (Special Election-Primary and General Election)  
 
Bill Summary: 
 

• This bill establishes the process by which the City Council can fill a vacancy 
on city council thorough a special election process with a primary and 
general election if the unexpired term is12 months or longer.  
 

• City Council must adopt a resolution calling for a special election (primary 
and general election) to fill a vacancy that has 12 months or longer on the 
term and provide the same to the Forsyth County Board of Elections. 
 

• The Forsyth County Board of Elections will set, within the parameters set 
forth in the bill, the date and time for candidates to file notices of their 
candidacy. 
 

• The Forsyth County Board of Elections will hold the primary and general 
elections within the timeframes specified in the bill (60 days after close of 
the filing period and 60 days after the primary, respectively).   
 

• This bill is necessary due to the  out of date vacancy provision in the city 
charter. 
 

• This bill, coupled with the bill behind Tab 6, is equivalent to House Bill 
1119 filed on December 4, 2018.  

 







TAB 6 

 

Bill Title: 

A Bill to Be Entitled An Act to Establish a Petition Process for Filling Vacancies 
on the City Council of the City of Winston-Salem. 
 
Bill Summary: 
 

• For any vacancy filled in 2018 or 2019 using the statutory appointment 
process, the citizens of the ward impacted by the appointment may file a 
petition signed by at least 1% of the total number of registered voters in the 
ward calling for a special election provided the unexpired term of the office 
is 12 months or longer. 
 

• This bill only applies to vacancies filled using the appointment process in 
2018 and 2019. 
 

• This bill, coupled with the bill behind Tab 5, is equivalent to House Bill 
1119 filed on December 4, 2018.  









TAB 8 

 

Bill Title: 

A Bill to Be Entitled An Act to Amend § 132-1.4A. Law Enforcement Agency  
Recordings and §143-318.11(A) Closed Sessions. 
 
Bill Summary: 
 

• This bill provides access to body worn camera footage to City Council and 
City Manager in closed session following the execution of confidentiality 
statements.  
 

• This bill provides access to body worn camera footage to law enforcement 
agency partners for internal investigations, administrative decisions and 
training purposes. 
 

• Release to the public still requires a court order. 


































