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» The nominee(s) made distinguished contributions to the community and civic-ofiented participation.
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611 Staffordshire Road
Winston Salem NC 27104
February 27, 2017

City Hall
101 N Main Street
Winston Salem NC 27102
Attention: Marketing & Communications Department, Suite 336
Nomination for the Winston Salem Arts, Culture and Entertainment Memorial Walk of Eame

To Whom It May Concern:

| hereby submit an application to honor my father John luele who was Conductor of the Winston Salem
Symphony for 26 years, 1952-1955 part-time and 1955-1978 as the Symphony’s first full time conductor.

I'am enclosing several newspaper articles confirming his life and work, a 60-year history of the
Symphony written by Jared Lilly, my personal remembrances of growing up with such an amazing Dad in
Winston Salem which was read at his memorial service, and his death certificate from 2008.

His contribution to musical education in the schools is fondly remembered among my generation. The
comments | most often hear are “l remember him! He came to my schooll” “I played for him and he
encouraged me to continue with musicl” “He was a mentor to me when | played in the youth
orchestral”

John loved Winston Salem and felt blessed to live here, do what he loved to do, and raise his family.

Thank you for your consideration of John luele for the Memorial Walk of Fame!

Sincerely,

Rttty Diee Bk

Kathy juele Banks

Enclosures
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IMMEDIATE CAUSE s3> . : .
{Fina! disease or a ACATE MY DCARDIBL INFARCTL ord
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John Iuele, a longtime-con- -
ductor of the Winston-Salem .

Symphony, died yesterday, he
was 31,

‘Inele, of Wmston Salem,

started his career with the sym-

phony as a part-time conducior

In 1953. He came from Atlanta,
where he played trumpet with
the Atlanta Symphony.

He became the full-time con-
ductor of the Winston-Salem
Symphony in 1958 and stayed
until 1978, when he was named
conductor of the Palm Beach,
Fla., symphony. He stayed there
until 1981. -

Peter Perret succeeded Tuele
as conductor of the Winston-

- Salem Symphony. He remerm-

bered his predecessor as not
only a fine musician, but alse a

“ great gentiemnan.

“He knew how to please an
audience,’ Perretsaid,

_ Pexret said that Itiele also took
advantage of things occurring
in the music world to improve
the symphony. For example, he

. JOURNAL FILE PHOTS
John fuele worked with the Winston-Salem Symphony for 25 years,

said that Tuele got 4 grant from
the Rockefeller Foundation to
hire the meinbers of the Clarion
Wind Quintet, a local group of
professional musicians, to play
in the wind section-of the sym-
phony.

“That tock it from bemg a
community orchestra to a pro-

Tuele studied music at Mich- ; -
.igan State University and did ;.

graduate work at JullHard. Barly -
in his career; he performed with

such conductors as Leéonard. .
Bernstein, Arturo Toscanini and -

Leopold Stokowskd.

. Banks also said that because
her father worked at home, ‘the
family becamie involved with his : -
job. They would lsten to him” :
"play scores on the plano to pre- '
~‘pare for concerts, - :

WmsTbm-SAL_I-;M JOURNAL " Monday, Ja'n_uéry éé, 2008 PAGE 3 '
. . o ey fessional orchestra,” Perret said, " Icnown featm'es and. somethmg " Because the symphony prac-
H € _ .1»5': 24 edHEd Wzth ~ Tulelé was born in Tessano, . ; people often wondered about, uced atnight, “he would be leav-
Hf akmg -IMUSICIANS. ‘Ttaly, and came {o the United - *said KathyBanks, his daughter. . ' ing‘when most dads were cori-
v . Lo - States with his family when he ' ©  “[s that his real hair?” Banks * 10g home;' she said. ‘
fo Pri OféSSZOHCll level . was 12, He began playing the . :said about the questions she "' Iuele’s wife, Ahce, died in
o 4 trumpet gt the-age of Bwith a  {would hear. "It (the ha::) fit the . 1987. -
Eﬁm ;ﬁgﬂﬁl&ll band in his hometown, - ‘jobhehad” .. Puneral services will be at 2

-p.m, Wednesday at Salem Fu-

neral Home

B Melissa Hall can be reached
at 996«6601 or mhall@wsjournai

' .com

Minnie Lou Raper played vio-

- linwith the symphony from 1950

to 2006, She said that when Iuele

- first arrived in Winston-Salem |
" the orchestra's members quickly

laiew he was the nght one forthe
job.

"We just all fell in love with
him,’ she said. “He mspn’edmu-
sicians”

When Iuele: ﬁrst came to Win-
ston-Salem, he also had thick dark
hair that over the years turned

white. It was one of his best

i SR o ———
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Edltona,ls

John Iuele, referrmg to hzs time as the i
ondugctorof the Winston-Salem Sym-
phony; once said he’ "gave thotown the -
est 26 years.of my life” Tle was exacﬂy‘i-‘..
right, and the symphony and the c1ty are:

all the better for his work, -

throughout the cominunity {0 generate
interest in the symphony. ‘Ifwe continite
0 please onlythe privileged, wé shall- per-.
h as an insti
i 1969. R

. "working-class roots, He came here as
. a.child with his famﬂy from Italy. They
~_eventually settled in Niagara Falis, NY.

g symphony

- With his tluck mane ofhair and hand~
i some face, the young husband and father ;
; looked like a conductor straight out of - i
4 “the mid-1990s. Just before his return, ke |,

said that Winston-Salem s was his home- -~ j2
-town. And during the best quarter century -
‘of his career; he enhanced. its reputatlon
as The Cxty of the Arts ‘

| central casting, And he had the talent to

i+ back the looks, Tuele got good: IBVIeWS, |
. “An overwhelrmngly negative review of

S a Iuele concert is rare — not because of
the crmcs pamahty, buit because there .

Patrick Taggartwrote in the PWnstomSalem '_ o

Iuele: sa1d m 1978 that he was fromﬁ'

At first, picked on because “when [ tried

:W]NSTON—SALEM ]’ OURNAL | camumorommrs
L AMedemalNew.spape) o e Beeowstve Rgitor o :
416420NorthMarsha|EStreet 7| KENOTTERBOURG .
thstonSalem NC27101 . oo megmg Edum i
 FOUNDED APRILS, 1807 | LINDAC.BRINSON.
.':MICHAEL M[LLER Edatoaaa;Pogef‘dam '
Pubhsiw) L R B R :_':; |

£ LS|
stances, somethmg good to talk about” .

Seritinelin 1974 s
Symphony performers sald that Iue]e

o msplred them. And he introduced a gen-."
Iucle, who died Sunday, helped nans-_,. g

orm- the  symphiony into the profession-
al group it'is today, woriung tlrelessly-'

ration of young people to classical music |
through his concerts for studénts, patiently -

‘explaining the intricacies of his job.and
.-the symphony On'the day of a concert, -
e $aid in1976, “ stay awaypurposely ;
Y +from other peopIe so,when night.comes . |
tltlltlon, he tﬂid the ]oumnl__._-__. my mind only inchides what 'm going .
to do.that night, Once I getup on the po=i
~dium, T feel a sense of freedom fromall i

of these things; then I'm concerned only
with themusie” - :

Tiele generated enthusmsm for the N

to sayawor d (in Bn glish), it was disto o symphonyamongstudents andthepubhc F

! ed,” Tuele longed to return to Italy. He .
4" soon found thathe could express Himself -
- through music, starting with the trumpet, -

“In general, "The traditional image of a‘ |l
symphony concert keeps people away,”" /!
‘he said in 1969, “It is a stuffy i zmage and I

. S BT
: He studied at Michigan State University *" thmk it should be changed."

i andJuilliard, began petforiing and then
g .conductmg with great conductors and -
% great symphonies, and came to Winston- -
i Salem in 1952 to lead t_he cnty’s ﬂedglmg?"

Iuele Iefthston-Saiemm 1978 to lead -f_:“—

the  symphony in Palm Beach, Fla. His - |
Successorin W}nston-Salem, Peter Perret,

told the Journal’s Melissa Hall Sundaythat. |
Iuele took the Winston-Salem Symphony |
“from being a community orchestra toa,
professmnal orchestra’ - :

Tuele moved backio. Wmston Salem in '. M




IUEI.E g : o
john Iuele, 9, of- Wmston-Salem
died Sunday, Jan. 27, 2008, ‘at Wake

. Fotest Uriivetsity Baptlst Medical -

Center. john Iuele was both on Feb., |

23, 1916, in  Tessano, “Italy, to:
Concetta - Tateino ~and =Vingénzo

‘Tuelé, By the -age -of.8, he ‘began | \
playing the trampet in-a- grade-

school . band, Interestingly, -

'_thought that he would be. iearnmg
the " clarinet, ‘buf . when " the:
instruments . attived - he. . was

" assigned the trumpet. This was the |
first step in what would take Him’|

. into a hfelnng ‘cateer i ‘Tusic.’ In
1928, John and - his - famjly

Hmmgrated to the, United - States |

and settled i Niagara Falls, N.Y. In
- high school, he excelled it playing:

the tritmpet, so much go, that his
- High ~ schaol - ‘guidance counselor

convinced him to apply to Michigan
- State University. He praduated from

- MSU with a degtee in instrumental |

musi¢, He studied trumpet -and
conducting for two summers.at

~ Tanglewood, Mass., where he met-

“and .. .worked - w1th “Teonard
' Bernstein; He. was encouraged todo
further ‘study i New: York: City

where he. attended :the Julliard-
~School of Music. While at: Iu]lleu‘d :
she stodied under Thur Johni n'_.-

Iohnson eficotraged Him to purste

] conducting, and he started seekmg:
-work both as a-trimpet player and-

.. as d conductor, He played “three:
© - seasons with ‘the New York GCity

- *Symphoy, - thie New . York - Gty
‘Opera,- the Metropolitan Opera,

-siumitier - season - with the : Detrmt';

Symiphony .dnd ‘a special. corcert-
with " the “New. York- Philharmonic

‘Orchestra kil Camegle Hall He_

|- Toscanini, $tokowski, Leinsd, and
" Koussevitsky.-In 1950, h
|| ‘Atlanta,"Ga., to play.

| orchestra to' 4 highly ‘professional -

_" today sﬂ]\lﬁremember ‘hearing these ||

i_-u]]m and daughter-‘ Jaw ]
" “Tuele: of ‘Bedford, Texas; '
: ,Kathy and son-s

- the Winston-Salem Symphony; -He.
_ commuted from Atfanta to Winsion-
" Salem for three years before moving

¢ Under - Tuele's -

corigerts  that- “brought- symphonic:
~-mugic. directly to th

: OperaSumetyfor anoth {WO years, :

daughter, Kathy,
- the early. 1990,
. -Winiston:Salem " " ang
" renewing the many fnendslups that’
+he had made during his'tenure with :
. the. Wmston-Salem'Symphu Wy He
_ enjoyed an.active social 1 was

‘brothers. Emest and Omello Tuels,

" Raleigh; -~

* ‘Theresa.Banks of- , _
.- will be held at?. i, day Jan, 30, :
at St ' ch,

' (please note the change in Iucaﬂon,
* of services). Burial services will be'
- held 4 later date in Bast Lansing. j
. Onlirie_condolences ‘may_be made |

" donations be made o the Miusic. ||
- School of Michigan State University, !

- perionmed -unqer -the -direcijon "ot
the ledding condsictors of the time - |

conductor 10 Heni-fSuphn n1952,
with Sopkin’s Tecommendation,he
became the: full-time ‘conductor of

permanently to the “area in. 1955,
leadership,” - the
Winston-Salem . Syrnphom.r went
from 2 -modest  community

one, He started a series of in-school

ea schools, -
esidents -

Many: - Winston-Salem

,-:S?inphonv o
th conductor and usxcai_‘

- the symphony, he
directed the Gilbeit & Sullivan Light

When his

“began’ |

pa;ents,

pal:

at’ wwwSalemﬂl com;*The -family ||
requests that, i liew: of fowers, |

East ‘Laising; Mich,;:the Winston- {f

- Salem Symphofiy; of a charity of the {|

- donor's choice. The-fumily wishes

- to thank the restdents: and smﬁ of

‘ Indeuendence

Village for their )
« Wonderful SUpport arg m{my acts of |

* kindness during John Iuele’s stay. |




Reflection on a Life Well-Lived

John’s life began in a small village in the southern region of Italy, known
as Calabria. He was a first-born child in a family of five children, one of whom
died in infancy. His father Vincenzo was a World War I veteran who served time
in @ German Prisoner of War camp, where he suffered but survived. After the
| war ended, he sought a better and more prosperous life for his family, and
decided to seek his fortune in the United States. When John was a child of 6 or
7, his father left for the U.S., where he worked for five years to save money to
bring his family across the ocean. |

As the oldest child, John took on responsibility for his mother and younger
brother Ernest while his father was away. He took the responsibility seriously,
and throughout his life he was a mentor to his siblings, especially his sister
Theresa and brother Orlando who were born in the U.S.

John talked many times about the family coming to America to start a new
life. - They prepared for a year, acquiring the necessary paperwork and medical
examinations. Finally, with a mixture of excitement and sadness, they took the
voyage over rough seas to Ellis Island, where they met up with his father and
settled in Niagara Falls, NY.

John'’s first experiences in America were difficult. He spoke no English,
and aithough he was 12 years old and an excellent student in Italy, he was

placed in a lower grade and often suffered humiliating taunts from his peers. He




2

was quite athletic as a teenager and young adult, played tennis well and took Lp
boxing too. He used to talk humorously about one particular advantage he had
in boxing: His nose was somewhat flexible and couid be struck in numerbus
ways without breaking it. He said he liked the challenge of taking on an
opponent in an egual and fair ﬁght,. and I heard that he put a few fellows in their
places. He always kept his boxing gloves as a reminder of his school years, and
they remain in his belongings even now.

John's love for music began in his earliest of memories. In Italy ét the
age of 8 he was given a small trumbet to play in a neighborhood band. He had
been told he would have a clarinet, but when the instruments airived, he was
one of the smalfest and youngest members of the band, and took one of the last
instruments to be given out. He made the best of it, and soon developed a
passion for playing. His mother believed he had talent, and lined up a teachér
for him in the city.

In Niagara Falls, John's skill with the trumpet opened many doors. While
he struggled to iearn English, he needed no transiator for playing in the band.
“"Music s the univeréal language”, and it brought many good things Inteo his life,
including a scholarship to Michigan State University.

It was in East Lansing that John met Alice Amsden, and their lives became
intertwined. Alice was also a music student and was blessed with a beautiful
singing voice. The story goes that she far outshined John in playing the violin,

one of the required courses in the music curriculum. Their romance blossomed




I can remember my father searching for particular instrumentalists-such
as a French horn player all over the state in order to perform pieces on the
program. They would often audition at the house, and receive special tutering
from him in order to prepare for the performance.

My friends and I loved it when the Winston Salem Journal would show up
at the house to get a photo to promote an upcoming concert. If we knew it
ahead of time, we would casually éhow up in hopes of getting our picture in the
paper. Sometimes, to our delight, the ploy worked!

We children always attehded the concerts. My favorite was Carnation
Night in May, when we dressed formally and everyone renewing their symphony
season membership was given a red carnation to wear. Iralways\ got a red
carnation and wore it with pride! It was a very special evening I looked forward
to every year. |

Usually, we kids and our friends who came with us to concerts were very
quiet and well behaved. On one occasion, 1 recall being a little silly and noisy
throughout the performance. Afterward I dreaded going home because I was
afraid my mother would be mad at me. When she finally got the chance to
speak to me in private, my mother simply reminded me of my obligation as a
- family member, to maintain a proper image by behaving appropriately at all
times, because others were always watching and judging the entire family based
on what they saw me and my brother do. I never misbehaved at a concert ever

again,




John accepted people as they are. He appreciated the diversity of
humankind and found joy in nature-and in life in general. He loved warm
weather, fishing;-good Italian foed,-and-a-good laugh. - He found humor in nearly

-everything;-and-used it in-a positive way. He had-a -huge»eépaeity for-love-and
for making others feel appreciated and special.

- Music was the magic in his life, and he was the magic in our lives. He was

“one in a million.”






