Nomination for 2016 Selection

Winston-Salem | Application deadline: Fri,, Feb, 26, 2016 by 5 p.m.
Arts, Culture and

DELIVERTO: City Hall, 107 N. Main St., Winston-Salem,
Marketing & Communications Department, Suite 336

OR MAIL TO: City of Winston-Salem
Marketing & Communications Department
PO.Box 2511

Winston-Salem, NC 27102

Nominee’s Stage Name; NS, Seales Given Name: Wi tlram Sd’“w—/  Seaks
Address at Time of Death: (700 E G SE fhnsiln Sohom State: A4/,

Winston-Salem Resident: Beginning: _/8'78 _ (yearonly)To: _ /545 (year only)

Category: Music Visual Arts Dance v Motion Pictures
L Theater Television Writing Radio

Criteria:

- The nominee(s) exhibited sustained excellence in his or her field for at least five years.

+ The nominee(s) made distinguished contributions to the community and civic-oriented participation,
» The nominee(s) is deceased (must provide copy of death certificate).

» The nominee(s) was a resident of Winston-Salem for at least five years.

« The nominee(s) made a significant contribution to the arts or entertainment industry in one or more
of the following areas: music, dance, theater, writing, visual arts, motion pictures, television, or radio.
A’significant” contribution would be iconic in terms of renown and the impact on the artistic
disciplines or popular cuiture.

» Application must include nominee’s performance/accomplishment biography.

» Attach nominee’s biography with dates which must include at least 5 years of accomplishments
in the arts, culture, or entertainment field.

» Attach a list of nominee’s civic/community involvement.
« Attach a copy of nominee's death certificate.

Sponsor: Linds Sewtes Dyek - (’784/16/:'»,“{/4/{7%»

Address: __ ¢/ Zcf:;?e" te. Drive.

City: Lfinafon St torn State: /¢ Zip Code: __ 2703
Email; ASC/%’JV(/’ s ﬂ/u 7%%{4(% Esmy

Phone: Home: J7¢ 7¢5 -R228Y  Cell 240 553-</558

Vi '
Signature: %»féﬁ& Date: o285/




Nominee's Accomplishment Biography
William S. Scales {1878-1949), Winston Salem NC

W.S. Scales was an early movie-maker and entrepreneur who contributed to the entertainment and
cultural life of the Twin City’s African American community in the early to mid - 1900’s. Born here in 1878,
he left the factory where he began work as a laborer (RIR Tobacco), and opened a small “café” to serve
his former co-workers a hot meal at lunchtime. Because that venture and others were successful, he
eventually was able to open three theaters in Winston Salem to serve African Americans. This was during
the era of segregation; therefore, this was one of the first outlets for entertainment located in the minority
community. When white — owned theaters did finally permit African American customers, they had to go

up into the balconies rather than be seated in the main auditorium.

The “Lincoln Theater”, the “Lafayette Theater”, were |located in what was considered to be the ‘black
business district’. This area was Third and Fourth Streets, between Chestnut and Church Streets. The
| afavette was located at (annroximately) 124 % F. Fourth Street; the lincaln was around tha corner
westward on Church, near the intersection of 4'" Street and Church. Both these theaters were in the
shadow of the rear of the towering Reynolds Building and within walking distance of the Safe Bus
Company’s downtown terminal stop, at Third and Chestnut. Today’s Public Safety Building on Church
Straet sits on the formear nhyeical cite of tha Lincoln, The "Rax” was a third theatar onerated by W S Scales,

1920-1960’s:

The Lafayette began with Vaudeville acts in the 1920’s, and, for example, the parents of the Nicholas
Brothers {Fayard and tarcld who went on to Hollywood fame), performed there. This theater was
sustained until the early 1960’s, when urban renewal, the unrest of the Civil Rights movement, and
deterioration combined to cause its closing.

During the early years, W. S. Scales, in addition to arranging for entertainment acts to come to Winston,
dabbied wiih movie making, One early aliempt in 1522 was “A Shoi in ine Night” {as recorded in an
unpublished Scales family history by Willa Mae Scales Heningburg - 1983). An earlier film was entitled: "A
Giant of His Race” and was shown at the Lafayette in 1921. | have attached a copy of the advertisement;
that document is courtesy of Mr, Alex Albright of East Carolina University, Greenville, N.C. This film was
iater shown in Chicago, lil and a few other crties.

The Museum of NC History in Raleigh previously created an exhibit in 2015 entitled “Starring North
Carolina”, and W.5. Scales received mentioh as an early movie maker, with ‘North State Films’,
Informaticn obtained from their exhibit is as follows:

‘Name: W. S. Scales Title: Director, Producer

Date: 1879-1949

Credit: Linda Scales

Text: W, S. Scales was one of the earliest African American producers, and his studio, North State Film
Corporation, was possibly the first in North Carolina run by a North Carolinian.

From Madison {Rockingham County), Scales became a successful businessman and theater owner in
Winston-Salem. in the 1920s he started producing “race films” that targeted black audiences—including
A Giant of His Race (1921), His Great Chance (1923), and The Devil's Match (1923}, all with African
American director Ben Strasser’.

Courtesy of Sallie Bloom-919-807-7965 North Carolina Museum of History *

Longleaf Film Festival, Online Teacher Workshops and Producer, North Carolina: Long Story Shorts!




Other documentation was found by Mr. Albright in the Chicago Defender paper, after a showing of “A
Giant of His Race” in that city. It reads as follows:
Letter from Ada L. Booker, 739 Depot St., [Pratt's Palace Hotel] Winston-Salem, says ‘Scott's
Players are at Scales' Lafayette Theater & doing good business’. (Chicago Defender, Oct 1921).

1923 — Elected as Assistant Secretary of the Theater Owners Booking Association or TOBA. (Alex Albright,
East Carolina University, Greenville, N.C.)

Please also note the paragraph from the local tourism website in which W.S. Scales’ venture into night
club ownership is discussed. (www.visitwinstonsalem.com/experiences/exo saguided2 humnl)(10-26-
2007)

Civic and Community Involvement
s \W.S. Scales was an active church member. Far many vears; he was the Treasurer as well as trustes
for St. James AME {African Methodist Episcopal) Church. This church is still located at 1501
Patterson Avenue. The AME Church dates to 1787 when Richard Allen {a former slave) and others
were pulled off their knees while praying in church. Thus, they left St. George Methodist Episcopal
Church in Phifadalnhia in protest, and tha AME Church was horn,

e Scales founded Scales Bonding Company (1924-1949), for the purpose of getting workers out of
the local jail, so they could return to work. Most of his early customers were arrested for minor
charges: loitering, axcessive drink, and the fike. This business lasted and was transferred to his

son after his death in 1949.

e He was a chairman of the North Carolina Colored Fair — again, this was a time of segregation, so
biacks and whites had separate evenis. There he often coordinated a horse and buggy race for
the community with his own animal as one of the entrants -“Madie Dare”, (Heningburg, 1983).

e Foratime, he agreed to take the helm of an early local bank or credit union, which was established
for colored customers only.

e And, W.S. participated with male friends in brotherly fellowship, as a member of the Knights of
Pythias, a fraternal organization. This is no longer in existence.

s Finally, oral family tradition states that he, being the oldest sibling of nine, helped some sisters
and a brother in starting their own businesses, whether a small café, or a neighborhood grocery.
{Heningburg, 1983}

For these reasons, | request that my grandfather, William Samuel Scales {1878-1949}, may be considered
as a recipient for the Walk of Fame at the Convention Center. Thank you.

The N.C. Museum of History is located at 5 E, Edenton Street in downtown Roleigh. The museum colfects and preserves artifacts
of North Carofina history and educates the public on the history of the state and the nation through exhibits and educational
programs
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Atkins received an honorary doctorate from Howard University in 1928,
recognizing him as a "responsible and trusted citizen” not only because ¢
vision as an administrator buf his stake in the solvency of the communit
was also a president and a founder of Twin City Building and Loan Associ
one of two black-owned savings and loans. The other, Peoples Building a
Association, was established by 1.5, Hill.

Hill had come to - Winston-Salem for an education. In turn, he became a i
and participated enthusiastically in the fundraising campaign to endow S
Industrial and Normal School, This experience had lasting importance; fc
another Slater Industrial Academy graduate, Charles Jones, who, along
Francis.Kennedy, _founded the city’s first black-owned bank, Forsyth Savi

William Samuel Scales, who became president of the Forsyth Savmgs an
1923, exemplified the entrepreneurial spirit of his era. Though he had lit
'educat:on and labored:in-the R.J. Reynolds factory on Third Street, as. di(
biacks, Scales had a flair for entertaining. With his earnings and the help
family, he opened one café across from the factory and another across t:
East 14th Street. The popularity and profitability of both businesses affor
the opportunity to venture into night club ownership and bonding. He pu
the-Lincoln, Lafayette and Rex Theatres, which showcased popular band:
and vaudeville acts.

In 1906, Winston Industrial Assoclation, founded by R.W. Brown et al., is
first policy to Susan Ann Snyder and within a few years offered coverage
African Americans throughout the state. By 1915, the company had mer
Mountain City Mutual Life in Asheville, The name Winston Mutual Life Ins
Co. was adopted In 1939, but headquarters did not return to Winston-Sa
1969. The agency remained at its East Fifth Street location until its merc
Golden State Mutual Life in the mid-1980s.

L.C: Kerns organizeﬁ the Colored Merchants Association {CMAY, which we
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