
Text Amendment Summary

• Petitioner: Planning and Development Services and 
Community Development staff 

• Request: Amend Chapter 6 of the City Code to revise rules for 
keeping chickens or other fowl.



Text Amendment Summary
• Planning staff was asked to review City Code standards for keeping 

chickens.
• Requirements for keeping chickens were also researched for eight 

peer cities in North Carolina.

• An information item was presented at the May 10th Community 
Development/Housing/General Government Committee where 
staff was directed to proceed with developing revised standards 
for keeping chickens, based on Council comments. This item was 
continued from the June Committee meeting



Text Amendment Summary

• Planning staff found that current coop/run setbacks were 
generally more than double those of peer cities.

• Most peer cities provide flexibility on the number of chickens 
or fowl allowed based on lot size.

• The majority of our peer cities do not require a zoning permit 
to keep chickens.



Text Amendment Summary
• Current City Code standards for keeping chickens include:

• The coop and/or run must be setback a minimum of 100 feet from any 
adjacent property line. Notarized approval from adjoining neighbors can 
reduce setbacks to a minimum of 25 feet.

• The maximum number of chickens allowed on residentially zoned 
property is 5; no roosters are allowed.

• A zoning permit is required for keeping chickens.



Text Amendment Summary
• Based on Committee feedback and best practices, staff is proposing the 

following ordinance revisions:

• Reducing coop setbacks from adjacent property 100 feet to 20 feet.

• Eliminating adjacent property owner approval requirement.

• Eliminating the zoning permit requirement.
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