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NOMINATION FOR THE MEMORIAL WALK OF FAME 2023
FOR
JAMES EVERETTE FUNCHES
JULY 26, 1943 — MARCH 5, 2012

ATTACHMENT TO APPLICATION

BIOGRAPHY

MR. JAMES FUNCHES WAS BORN JULY 26, 1946 TO LONZO AND EVELYN FUNCHES, ONE
OF SEVEN SIBLINGS RAISED BY HIS PARENTS.

HE WAS A MEMBER OF ST. PHILIP'S MORAVIAN CHURCH THAT HE JOINED AT AN EARLY
AGE WHEN THE FAMILY RESIDED IN THE HAPPY HILL GARDENS COMMUNITY, HE WAS A
MEMER OF THE CHOIR AND COORDINATED SEVERAL OF THE CHRISTMAS LOVE FEAST MUSICAL
BANDS.

MR. FUNCHES GRADUATED FROM A .H.ANDERSON HIGH SCHOOL {(COLUMBIA HEIGHTS)
IN 1962. FOLLOWING GRADUATION HE WAS DRAFTED INTO THE US ARMYWHE HE WAS
ASSIGNED TO THE RED STONE ARSENAL MISSILE BASE IN HUNTSVILLE, ALABAMA, WHILE
SERVING HE BECAME A MEMBER OF THE 55™ ARMY BAND PERFORMING FOR COUNTLESS VIP
MILITARY EVENTS.

AFTER COMPLETING HiS TOUR OF DUTY, JAMES GRADUATED FROM WINSTON-SALEM
STATE UNIVERSITY IN 1971 RECEIVING A BS DEGREE IN EDUCATIN WITH A MINOR IN MUSIC, HE
WAS EMPLOYED AS A MUSIC AND ARTS TEACHER IN THE WINSTON SALEM FORSYTH COUNTY
SCHOOL SYSTEM £OR 30 YEARS. DURING HIS TENURE HE WAS AN EXCELLENT INSTRUCTOR
SHARING HIS LOVE OF MUSIC WITH THOUSANDS OF STUDENTS AT BRONSON, ATKINS,
ANDERSON, SOUTH PARK, CARTER G, WOODSON, AND WALKERTOWN SCHOOLS.

EXPRESSING HIS LOVE OF MUSIC AND ART, MR. FUNCHES PLAYED SAXOPHONE AND
FLUTE WITH THE ELIMINATORS BAND, THE BILL BRIGHT JAZZ QUINTET. THERE WERE
INNUMERABLE SESSIONS AT LOCAL NIGHT SPOTS TO INCLUDE THE KOSMOPOLITE CLUB, THE
BLACK VELVET LOUNGE, AND MICHAEL'S DOWNTOWN. WITH THE ELIMINATORS HE
PERFORMED AT MANY CHITLIN’ CIRCUITS.

MR. FUNCHES WAS A MEMBER OF THE ASSOCIATED ARTISTS OF WINSTON-SALEM. HE
ARRANGED THE MUSIC AND CONDUCTED THE BAND FOR THE BIG4 HBHS TALENT SHOWS. HE
ALSO COMPOSED MUSIC FOR THE NC BLACK REPERTORY PERFORMANCES.

MR. FUNCHES’ FAVORITE ARTISTIC MEDIA WAS WIRE SCULPTING AND SEVERAL OF HiS
PIECES WERE DISPLAYED DURING BLACK HISTORY MONTH AT THE DIGGS GALLERY ON THE
CAMPUS OF W5SSU. OTHER EXHIBITS HAVE BEEN AT THE DELTAL FINE ARTS CENTER AND
REGINAL GALLERIES THROUGHOUT NORTH CAROLINA.

SUBMITTED BY
BEVERLY FUNCHES WILLIAMS
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