
Winston-Salem Sign Ordinance
Amortization and Electronic Message Provisions



Courtesy Letters

Background concerning 
changes to the sign 
ordinance

Amortization date/deadline

Next steps/contact 
information



Noncompliant Signs

 733 signs deemed noncompliant after 2017 inventory*
 36 permits issued to date

 16 inspected and approved

* Does not include signs brought into compliance prior to 2017

WARD COMPLIANT NONCOMPLIANT TOTAL
East 208 48 (19%) 256

Northeast 309 100 (24%) 409
North 272 58 (18%) 330

Northwest 268 93 (26%) 361
West 128 35 (21%) 163

Southwest 447 218 (33%) 665
South 241 108 (31%) 349

Southeast 236 73 (24%) 309
TOTAL 2,109 733 (26%) 2,842



Electronic Messages Allowed? Changes Brightness Other provisions

Asheville Yes

• Once every 4 hours (outside Central 
Business District)

• Once every 6 seconds (inside Central 
Business District)

• 5,000 nits (day)
• 500 nits (night)
• Must be installed with dimmer control 

responsive to ambient light conditions

• No more than 50 percent of a sign face can 
contain an electronic message

• No electronic messages within 100 feet of a 
residential zoning district

• Only static messages allowed (no flashing, 
scrolling, animation, etc.)

Charlotte Yes Once every 8 seconds
• 5,000 nits (day)
• 500 nits (night)
• Must be installed with ambient light meter

• No more than 50 percent of a sign face can 
contain an electronic message

• Only static messages allowed (no flashing, 
scrolling, animation, etc.)

Durham Yes No more than 8 changes per day No interference with traffic safety

• Allowed only in nonresidential districts and 
for houses of worship

• No more than 50 percent of a sign face can 
contain an electronic message

• Only static messages allowed (no flashing, 
scrolling, animation, etc.)

Greensboro Yes

Varies by district/use:
• 3 seconds (central business, industrial, 

Airport Overlay)
• 1 minute (mixed-use, religious assembly)
• 6 hours (residential)

• May not exceed 1 foot-candle above 
ambient lighting conditions, measured from 
the property line or street right-of-way

• Must be equipped with automatic dimmers 
that respond to ambient conditions

• No more than 50 percent of a sign face can 
contain an electronic message (outside 
central business areas)

• No more than 75 percent of a sign face can 
contain an electronic message within the 
central business area

High Point Yes Once every 8 seconds

• 5,000 nits (day)
• 500 nits (night)
• Must be installed with dimmer control 

responsive to ambient light conditions

Additional standards may apply, based on the 
zoning district

Raleigh Yes No more than 4 changes per day

• No more than 0.5 foot-candle, measured at 
the property line shared with a residential 
property

• No more than 2 foot-candles, measured at 
the street right-of-way

• Cannot exceed 10 foot-candles, measured 
10 feet from the sign

No more than 50 percent of a sign face can contain 
an electronic message

Winston-Salem Yes Once every 2 hours N/A

• Electronic messages can be incorporated into 
signs or comprise the entire sign

• 1 electronic message type (attached or 
freestanding) per site

• Size limit for attached signs
• Area bonus for freestanding signs less than 6 

feet in height



Options

 Modify amortization provisions

 Modify change rate provisions for electronic messages

 Add provisions regulating brightness of electronic 
messages

 Modify some provisions or leave the ordinance unchanged
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