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Criteria: ‘
e The nominee(s) exhibited sustained excellence in his or her field for at least five years.

« The nominee(s) made distinguished contributions to the community and civic-oriented participation.

» The nominee(s) is deceased (must provide copy of death certificate or obituary).

e The nominee(s) was a resident of Winston-Salem for at least five years.

¢ The nominee(s) made a significant contribution to the arts or entertainment industry in one or more
of the following areas: music, dance, theater, writing, visual arts, motion pictures, television, or
radio. '
A “significant” contribution would be iconic in terms of renown and the impact on the
artistic disciplines or popular culture.
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e Attach nominee’s performance/accomplishment biography which must include at least 5 years of
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e Attach a copy of nominee’s death certificate or obituary.
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Charles Gildersleeve Vardell (1993-1962)

Performance/Accomplishment

~ After being hired by Salem College in 1923 to teach piano, organ,

composition, and orchestration, he became Dean of the School of
Music in 1928. '

He served as Acting President of Salem Academy and College during the
absence of Bishop Harold Rhondthaler

In 1940, renowned conductor, Eugene Ormandy, stated that Charles
vardell was “one of the world’s greatest contemporary composetrs,” and
chose Vardell's symphony, “The Carolinian,” to be the first symphony by a
North Carolinian to be performed by the Philadelphia Orchestra.

He was a repeat winner (3 times) of the Shirley Cup, presented by the NC
Teachers’ Association for outstanding musical composition in the state.
Philip Kevin Smith, in his doctoral dissertation, “Charles Gildersleeve
Vardell: A Survey of His Life and Works with a Stylistic Analysis....” {2001),
calls Dr. Vardell a “gifted composer, accomplished organist and pianist,
beloved teacher, able administrator, and arts visionary.” He continued his
assessment of Vardell’s influence by stating “While no single person can
be credited for the development of Winston-Salem’s artistic community,
one cannot study the cuttural history of the Piedmont region without
encountering the name of Charles Gildersleeve Vardell”

He composed at least 112 individual works, including a symphony,
chamber works, pieces for organ, piano, and solo songs. The Moravian
Music Foundation presently houses his works.

Under his leadership, Salem College became a member of the Nationatl
Association of Schools of Music

Member of American'Guild of Organists

Regional Vice-president of National Association of Schools of Music
President (multiple times) of the NC State Music Teachers Association
Served on Executive committee of National Music Teachers Association



Charles Gildersleeve Vardell {1893-1 962)

Civic/Community Involvement

Dr. Vardell was the primary instigator and facilitator for the creation
of the Winston-Salem Symphony as a professional symphony, made
up of Salem College faculty and community members. Through his
relationship with The Julliard school of Music, and after acquiring an
appropriate grant, he was able to bring to Salem College, James
Lerch, conductor and violinist, whom he charged with the formation
of the orchestra, as noted.

The Winston-Salem Symphony website, www.wssymphony.org,
notes that the symphony “was founded by Dr. Vardell in 1946 and was
managed under the auspices of Salem College until 1948.”

Chair of the Board of the Winston-Salem Symphony {1 949-1950) and
occasional soloist. |

Director of Civic Music Association of Winston-Salem in 1949

Head of Executive Committee of the Winston-Salem Arts Council upon
its founding. Under his teadership, the Arts Council brought eight
independent arts groups under its umbrella.

Recipient of the Award for Community Service in 1951 {Arts Council
Award). '
Organist for multiple churches in Winston-Salem including Home
Moravian (1935-1937 and 1 043-51)), Reynolda Presbyterian (6 years), First
Presbyterian (2 years), and Centenary Methodist (3 Years).

An article in the Winston-Salem journal-Sentinel upon Dr. Vardell’s death
quoted Harry Krusz, a former general manager of the Chamber of
Commerce, saying that Dr. Vardell was a “musician (that)businessmen
like to talk to.... (His)down-to-earth manner, his talent for finding a
sensible compromise did as much as any other single person’s efforts to
put business and the arts on speaking terms with each othet”

Author of “Organs in the Wilderness,” published in 1944, which was an
historical sketch of the musical interests of the early Moravians in NC,
particularly their use of organs inthe Wachovia settlement. He originally
wrote this piece as a presentation for the Torch Club of Winston-Salem, a
national professional men’s club.



Chartes Gildersleeve Vardell (1893-1 962)

Personal Observation and Summation

My research for this nomination revealed Dr. Charles Vardell's ihestimable value 1o the
history of the arts in Winston-Satem. Multiple individuals observed his importance, as a
professional and as a volunteer, to the growth of the town as an incubator for the arts. | have
heard it expressed that one of the reasons UNCSA is located here is that there was already a
strong arts community, including Salem College’s noted School of Music, with which UNCSA
(then the NC School of the Arts) shared faculty upon opening in 1963.

Finally, it merits mention that Dr. vardell’s compositional style, which incorporated elements
of daily life, indigenous sounds and styles, local history, sights, and aromas, would mesh
well with today’s musical geography of cross-over music. The broad subject matter reflected
in his compositions tends freshness and energy to his work, which can be appreciated, even
today.



Dr. Vardell, 69, .

Musician, Dies

Dr. Charles G, Vardell, a lead- |
ing music flgure In North Caro- }
lina for many years, died at 9 ;
am, today &l Baplist Hospital,

)

. He was 69 years oid,

A resldent of Laurinburg, he
hat been i} five weeks, Ha en-
tered the hos;?llai hete lwo weeks

ago.

" He was a nalionally-known com-

poser, an accomplished organist,

‘a Welong teachcr of musle.
From 1926 lo 1851, he was dean

Musie.
He served as acling prosident
' of the college during a brlel ab-

Rondihaler, ° ‘o .
He lell Salem to hecome dean
of the Conservalory of Musle at
Flora Macdonald College al Red
Springs,

"fn 1966 he was named acling
president of he colloge, He ba-
came president thera just before
the school's meeger with Presby.
terlan Junlor College and Peace
College to form 8L Andrews Pros-
byletlan College.

He moved “to the Laurlahurg
campis of the now collede as
dean of its conservalory of musle.

Born In Satlsbury

Dr. Vardell was born In Salis-
bury August 10, 1803,

His tather, the lale Dr, Charles
G, Vardell, was presidenl a
president emeriius of Flora Mac-

nald,

s mother, Linda Rumple Var-
dell, was a noled planlst a
fountder of the college’s Conserva-
lory of Musie,

She gave her son Ms carly
{eaining in musle, e contiued
hig studlles ol Princeton Unlversl-
ty, where he served as student
organlst for three years prlor to
Ws graduation fn 1814,

He later attended the Insiliule
of Musle Arls at New York City
inow Juiillard School of Musfe
and wag gradusted ln 1015, He
recelvad posigradiate arlisis’ and
teachers’ diplomas in 1016,
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Fhrrnrd ¢ Tl b DT Bl ok e o led

of the Salem College School of [

* sence of {he late Bishop Howard B

DR, CHARLES VARDELL
v+ o Yiles tomorrow . .

Aler & year of {eaching al
Hotehkiss School, Lakeville
Conn,, Dr, Vardell enlered YMCA
work for several yeass, working
as secrelary In an officors’ {rain-
Ing eomp at Oglethorpe, Ga,

Tn:1910 he, was named doan of
he ‘Florn Mncdonald conservas
tory. Ul laught al Salem from

nd 1923 unlll he wns named dean of

the musle sehool in 1028,
Dr, Verdel's major composls
flons wofe wrilier  durlng his

nd more than 25 years In Winston.

Sulem, .

Probably the hest known Is his
symphony, '"‘Caroltnlan,®  based
on fotk sengs of the Appalnchian
Mounlains,

The symphony whs pecformed
by {he Phlladelphin Symphony
Orchestra in 1919, Conductor Lu-
pone Ormandy eatled 1L “an iy
porlant addilion lo the Bterature
ol Amerlenn  musle,” 11 was
the Philadalphla orchestra's first
performance of a symphony write

+ See Dr, Vardell, Page 2 -

“



Dr. Vardell,
Musician,

Dies at 69

Continued From Page I

~len by a Norih Csrolinian,

Seversi of Dr. Vardel's Jessers
known works were performed
hroughout the country.

Hls cantala for place and ore
chesira, '“The Inlmitable Lovers,”
was stlecied for performanca by
the Clneimnalf Conservatory of
Musle at a festlval of American
musty Ir 105,

Dlher compositions Include "Joe
Clark Steps Qul," a selling of oid
Soulhern folk dances; “Song In
the Wilderness," a cantaiz for a
potm wrillen by Faul Green;
Lallehy In | the Mang:.l:." a

[ s

Chrlstmng anthem: end “From E

a Mounlaln Walk," a sulle.
Galbed Cup

The Iatler compositlen won Dr,
Vardell permenent possession of
Iha Shirley Cup, offered annually
for the best work by @ North Car-
olina composer. 1t marked his
third tme as cup winnes,

Dz, Verdell also composed the
Salem College alma maler,

During hix years fn Winslone
Salem, he look a leading role in
communlty arls snd church af-
{alrs.

He served as boaid chafrmen of
the Wikslon - Satem Symphony
toccasionally foining Lhe orehes-
Ira as solplsty, as @ dlecclor of
the Civle Musie Assaclatlon, 85 a
member of he executlve com-
millee of the Arls Council,

He served as orgenisl sis years
ai Roynclda Ereshylerian Church,
Iywo yeses at Flrst Presbylerfan,
1hires years al Cenlenary Melhod-
fsl, He was organist and choir dis
reefor at Home Moravian Church
from 1834 1o 1939, Teluming lo the
joh for several years in 194D,

Nember of Gulld

o was ap amseclale In the
Amerlean Guild of Organisls, was
one Lime president of the N, G
NMusle Edueatoys Asseclallon and
& vita prasident of the Natleaal
Assotlptlon of Schools of Musle,

Dr. Vardell completed hls re-
quiremonts In 3940 Jor masler's
and doclor's degrees at Easlman
School of Muste, Rochester, N.Y,

Al the ime of bls desth he be-

- — -

longed lo  Fiest  Prosbytedion |
Church at Lauripbarg and lo the

Holary Ciuwh there,

He was merrled Juse 16, 1520,
lo the former Eleanor Ferrilh,
who survives, 4

Thelr anty daughler, Mrs. Clem-
ens Sandresky of 322 8. Church
Slreef, 35 an associote professor
of musle composilion st Selem
College, Here hushand )= dean of
the Salem School of Music,

Tr, Vavdel} 1s also survived by
theee grandchildren; (ive slslers,
Mrs, Witlam B, McNelt of Los
Angeles, Ceiil,, Mrs, Jamoes J.
Nuiray of Loexinglon, Va., Mes.
Algxander Sprunt "of Charleslon,
5. G, Mrs. Gaslon Gege of Clems
son, 5 C. and Mrs Elflson A,
Smylh of Blacksburg, Va,; and
nismeroys pleces and nephews,

A graveside funeral will be
condecled al 4 pa, tomorrow at
Salem Cemelery by Dr. Albert
Welis of Lourinbotg.

The body will ba at Voglery
Chapel unilt Lhe service,

The Jamily requests thal memo-

-riais be made {o charilles of lhe
donor's choice,

]
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Dr. Charles Vardell

A graveside funeral service for
Dr. Charles G, Vardell, who died
yesterday morning at Baptist Hos-
pital at the age of 69, was to be
held at 4 p.m. today at Salem
Cemetery,

A memorial service will be
conducied at 5 p.m, Monday in

. the Liberal Arts Auditorium on

the St, Andrews Presbyterian

- College campus, where Dr, Var.

- — -

-

dell was dean of the conservatory
of music.

Dr. Vardell was a leading mu-
sic and education figure in the
state for many years. He was
dean of the Salem College School
of Music here from 1928 to 1951
and was at one time acting pres-
ident of the college, |
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