2023 Nomination Form
Application deadline: Friday, February 24 by 5 p.m.

DELIVER TO: City Hall, 101 N. Main 5t., Winston-Salem,

W:nston-Salem

Arts, Culture and . Marketing & Communications Department, Suite 336
w, Entertainment 4
§  Memonal ¢
} Walk of Fame § OR MAIL TO: City of Winston-Salem,
Marketing & Communications
Department
P.0. Box 2511

Winston-Salem, NC 27102

Nominee’s Stage Name: D{C\Q%Q}h(\‘\c,\( Given Name: g;’ﬁt’f% Q‘C/(q/'d{ ﬂ@rm.&_h

Address at Time of Death: M’I?L{’/ﬁ, %Veﬂ /KL State: f’/ﬁﬂé/‘t
Dates of Residency: “{/5/[9’025/ to: Rﬁ{/?ﬂex: 2000-2010)

Category: E/Yﬁusic Visual Arts  TiDance [IMotion Pictures

CITheater Ifelevision [Iwriting &2Radio
Criteria:
v* The nominee(s) exhibited sustained excellence in his or her field for at least fiveyears.
& The nominee(s) made distinguished contributions to the community and civic-oriented participation.

v The nominee(s) is deceased (must provide copy of death certificate or obituary).

" The nominee(s) was a resident of Winston-Salem for at least five years.

% The nominee(s} made a significant contribution to the arts or entertainment industry in one or more
of the following areas: music, dance, theater, writing, visual arts, motion pictures, television, or
radio.

A “significant” contribution would be iconic in terms of renown and the impact on the
artistic disciplines or popular culture.
Application to Include:
e Attach nominee’s performance/accomplishment biography which must include at least 5 years of
accomplishments inthe arts, culture, or entertainment field.

s Attach a list of nominee’s civic/community involvement.

s Attach a copy of nominee’s death certificate or obituary.

Sponsor Name: Ke«\ \QOU-«SQQ © L&JTO@ Qﬁ.&fo L\)“‘S

Address: (Q\i') N, TRAODE Sf
City: W -S State: NC— 7Zip Code: 27/6)/

e Y en@ Lo-0849%50. COm
Phone: Home: 3%&7“7}?2‘0{ fAD Cell: % e e
Signature: ‘g\&/m lﬂ_" (S ’"(W Date: /'_;/’,_"Zg




Dick Bennick




Dick’s radio career goes back to North Carolina where he was a
top-rated disc jockey for many years at Winston-Salem’s WTOB
1380. WTOB & Dick Bennick Introduced rock and roll to the
Piedmont. He hosted many Rock and Roll Shows and dance parties
throughout Winston-Salem. Downtown-A-Go-GO was one of the
first and that spilled over to the Carolina Theaters “Kiddie Show” a
Saturday morning staple for kids growing up in the 60. For fifty
cents you could hear a good band, dance, se a double feature
movie and wait a week to do it again. Other than his radio work,
he ran a nightclub in Greensboro, produced area rock ‘n’ roll
groups for his own record label, Salem Records, and held teen
dances on Friday and Saturday nights. He was also a TV dance
party host before developing his Dr. Paul Bearer alter ego in the mid
1960’s (see Dr. Paul Bearer in Who's Who). Dr Paul Bearer, Dick
Bennick is a tribute group that celebrates the life of Mr Dick
Bennick, who was responsible in the late 50s, early 60s

with bringing Rock & Roll to young people in Winston-Salem, NC
later in his career inventing the character Dr Paul Bearer for a local
TV station in North Carolina, later moving back to his home state of
Florida, endearing his character to thousands of fans in the Tampa
area.

In 1971, he packed up and moved to Florida. Once there, he first
pulled mornings at Lakeland’s WQPD, and then moved into sales
and the GM’s chair at Hubbard Broadcasting’s WGTO at nearby
Cypress Gardens. It was while working there that he resurrected his
Dr. Paul Bearer character to host weekend Creature Feature movies
on St. Pete’s WTOG-TV Ch. 44, which Hubbard also owned.

Unfortunately, his career was cut short unexpectedly in 1995 when
he passed away from complications following open-heart surgery.



Dr. Paul Bearer




Dr. Paul Bearer actually came into being in early 1965 when Dick
Bennick was working as Promotion Director/Talent for WGHP-TV
Channel 8 in the Winston-Salem/Greensboro/High Point market in
North Carolina. He designed his character, Dr. Paul Bearer, by
looking through every issue of FAMOUS MONSTERS OF
FILMLAND magazine that he had at the time and making sort of a
composite of what he liked about various characters.

For Dr. Paul’s personality, Bennick read a number of biographies of
famous comedians and again formed a composite of Groucho
Marx, Charlie Chaplin, Abbott & Costello, the Three Stooges and
circus clown Emmett Kelly, Sr., along with some touches of Mad
Magazine, National Lampoon, and Bennick’s own love for puns.
Since he had been the number one deejay in Winston-Salem for
about eight years and had a very recognizable voice, he knew he
would have to come up with a different one for his character, so he
developed a guttural, reverse falsetto voice — and it worked like a
charm. The show was a hit and grew into a staple on the North
Carolina station for many years. From the Downtown a go go, to the
Kiddie Show and on to Shock Theater, Dick Bennick/Dr. Paul Bearer
is Winston Salem’s best known media celebrity.
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Bovember 4, 1971 In Winston-Salam, NT

According to this article, Dick Bennick taped his last Dr. Paul Bearer segment at WGHP 8 in High Point, NC on Tuesday November 2, 1871. He left for
Flarida the foflowing day. He was missed by ali his fans here.
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| wes raised on him broadcasting from High Point and being the weatherman too.

I was sure glad he found a home in the Bay Area. He gave myself and family so much enjoyment for years
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