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Margaret Mueller  
1924-2024 
Winston-Salem Arts, Culture, and Entertainment Memorial Walk of Fame 
Nomination by Daughter Laura Mueller  

EDUCATION -  
Margaret Mueller’s formal organ study began with Laurel Anderson at Kansas University. She 
continued with Arthur Poister and Gregg Fountain at Oberlin Conservatory receiving a Bachelor 
of Music in piano in 1950. She also earned a Masters of Music in organ from Oberlin following 
a Fulbright Scholarship with Helmut Walcha in Germany, and a year of study with Andre 
Marchal in Paris on a grant from Oberlin. She continued organ studies with Anton Heiller and 
Rene Sargon at the Summer Academy for Organists in Haarlem, Holland.


PROFESSIONAL LIFE 
 “The Influence of the Muellers on the organ world is significant. They were key figures in the 
revival of the classic organ in the United States. They helped start the American concert career 
of several prominent European organists, they have a legacy of former students in significant 
teaching and performance positions all over the world, and they have given numerous students 
and audiences the gift of music.” - Catherine Hicks. The American Organist Magazine. Nov. 
1998


1950 - Bachelor of Music -  Oberlin Conservatory of Music 
1950-1954? - Organ Faculty - North Dakota State College and Iowa State College

1955 - Fulbright Scholarship to Germany to study with Helmut Walcha

1956 - Aeolian Grant to study organ with Andre Marchal, France 
1957 - Masters of Music - Oberlin Conservatory of Music 
1957 - Organ Faculty - Randolph Macon Woman’s College

1958 - John & Margaret Mueller married at Oberlin Chapel

1958-1990’s? Hired by Salem College to teach piano at the Salem Community Music School

1960 Education/Work - To Germany with John Mueller for his Fulbright Scholarship to study 
with Helmut Walcha 
1970 Summer - International Organ Academy, Haarlem, Holland to study with Marie Claire 
Alain, Tagliavini, and Anton Heiller

1972 Summer - International Organ Academy, Haarlem, Holland to study with Marie Claire 
Alain, Tagliavini, and Anton Heiller

1974-1990 - The Muellers organize Salem College’s January term every four years. They 
traveled with organ students to Holland, Germany, Italy, France, England, Spain, and many 
European countries to study with international organists and play the great organs of Europe.

1974-1995 - The Muellers establish The Summer Organ Academy at Salem College in 1974, 
bringing internationally acclaimed organists to Winston-Salem every summer. As many as 150 
musicians annually have attended the weeklong conferences of lectures, master classes, and 
concerts by international recognized organists.

1957-2012 Organ Recitals throughout USA, France, Germany. Judge numerous times for 
National America Guild of Organists competitions and the International Biarritz Competition

1963-2001 - Organist at St. Pauls Episcopal Church

1958-1995 - Professor of Organ and Theory, Salem College




PERFORMANCES 
Margaret Mueller performed in hundreds of recitals during her lifetime as an organist. Her 
earlier years include recitals on violin and piano as well.  This list is the beginning of an archive 
that I am currently working on. 


1957-2012 Organ Recitals throughout USA, France, Germany. Judge numerous times for 
National AGO competitions and the International Biarritz Competition


1940-1942 Recital - Mid-Western Music Camp at Lawrence, Kansas. Summer Music Camp  - 
Kansas University, School of Fine Arts. Guest Conductor Percy Grainger 1941.


1941 Recital- Piano & Violin Concert, Joslyn Memorial, Omaha Nebraska


1943 Recital - Piano Soloist, Beethoven Concertos IV & V, Kansas U Symphony


1953 Recital - Iowa State College, Symphony Orchestra, 19530208, 09, 15 - Piano w/Ilza 
Niemack violin


1954 Recital - Piano Soloist, Beethoven Concertos IV & V, Iowa State Symphony 


1977 Recital - Margaret Mueller - Salem College, American Musical Instrument Society, 
Tannenburg Organ


1979 Recital - Margaret Mueller Yale University, Dwight Memorial Chapel


1981 Recital - Margaret Mueller - AGO Birmingham, Alabama. Samford University. Leslie 
Wright Fine Arts Center.


1983- Recital - Arts in Duke Chapel


1985 Recital - 1st United Methodist Church Brevard, NC


1985 Recital - Dedication at Christ Chapel Lutheran Theological Seminary. Columbia, SC


1986 Recital - Salem College. Honoring Margaret And Clemens Sandresky. Hanes Auditorium.


19860 - Recital - John and Margaret Mueller - Spoleto, Charleston, SC -


1988 Recital - St. Mary’s Episcopal Church Dedication Recital, High Point, NC


1994 Recital - NCSA. Commencement 1994. Stevens Cetner.


1995 - 21st Summer Organ Academy (1974-1995)


2001 - Margaret Mueller retires from St. Paul’s Episcopal Church after 38 years as organist


2005 - Margaret Mueller Recital Pris Andre Marchal. Biarritz, France.


2010  - Midday Music - Selections on the Schantz Organ. Court Street United Methodist 
Church	.


2019 - St. Pauls Episcopal Church - 1928 Skinner Organ Restoration



Margaret Mueller  
1924-2024 
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Nomination by Daughter Laura Mueller  

Civic and Community Involvement 

*Teacher of and inspiration to thousands of students, musicians, and artists. 

*PEO - Lifetime PEO member and founder of Winston-Salem's Chapter P 

*1974-1995 - Margaret and John Mueller established The Summer Organ Academy at Salem 
College in 1974, bringing internationally acclaimed organists to Winston-Salem every summer. 
As many as 150 musicians annually have attended the weeklong conferences of lectures, 
master classes, and concerts by international recognized organists.


*1958-1990’s Piano teacher at the Salem Community Music School. Also taught piano to 
children at our home.


*St. Pauls Episcopal Church - Margaret Mueller, as well as being organist for St. Paul’s, was 
an active volunteer and very involved in the community of the church.


*Supporter of the arts, artists, and arts community - Margaret and John Mueller were 
supporters of the arts and the Winston-Salem community throughout their lives. They did this 
financially, through their leadership, and in their commitment to attending recitals, concerts, 
and more of all artistic disciplines.They helped lead the  campaign for the 2010 restoration of 
the Flentrop Organ at Salem College. They commissioned music by Margaret Sandresky, Dan 
Locklair, and other musicians/artists in Winston-Salem. 



Margaret Mueller loving 
wife, exceptional mother, 
proud grandmother, organ-
ist, pianist, teacher, and advo-
cate for the arts passed away 
in peace on Saturday, April 
20th. She was the angel who 
supported us all, our ‘bundle 
of joy’, bringing that joy to all 
who knew her.

Margaret Mueller’s love 
for her family, passion for 
music, faith in God, joy she 
found in her students, and an 
unyielding quest for knowl-
edge shaped each day of her 
life. Those days were spent in-

spiring and encouraging others. Margaret Mueller and John 
Mueller, her husband of sixty years were a team in all respects 
- filling the hearts of those surrounding them with music, 
love, and inspiration. 

Born in Corning Iowa, she was the daughter of Homer and 
Pearl Snodgrass. She studied organ at Oberlin College gradu-
ating with a Bachelor of Music in organ. She received a Mas-
ters Degree from Oberlin and studied organ in Germany as a 
Fulbright Scholar.

Margaret Mueller was an amazing musician and teacher.  
She was on the faculty of Salem College for 35 years and their 
Community Music School for 48 years, and was organist at St. 
Paul’s Episcopal Church for 38 years. She gave her undivided 
attention and interest to others - even to the smallest child 
present. Her enthusiasm for music was contagious.

Margaret Mueller, with her husband Dr. John Mueller, had 
international careers as organists, and paved the way for the 
mechanical action organ movement in America in the 20th 
century. They did this together through 21 years of Salem’s 
Summer Organ Academy, inviting world-famous teachers and 
organists to Winston-Salem to work with their students. 

Still on this earth and loving her so are her daughter Lau-
ra Mueller Woods, Son-in-Law Mark Woods, Grandson John 
Woods, Granddaughter Kiley Woods, nieces, nephews, and 
cousins. She is also loved and remembered by her family in 
music. 

Margaret Mueller’s legacy lives on in the lives she has 
touched. Joy was as natural to her as breathing and the proof 
of how deeply she cared for humanity is evident in institu-
tions, communities, and individuals all over the world. We 
will miss her with all our hearts. We are deeply saddened but 
mindful of, and so grateful for, the example she relentlessly 
and passionately lived.

A memorial service and celebration of her life will be held 
at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church at 2 pm Monday, April 29th.

In lieu of flowers, please consider a donation to St. Paul’s 
Episcopal Church or The John and Margaret Mueller Organ 
Scholarship, Salem College.

Margaret Mueller 
December 3, 1924 - April 20, 2024 


